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[1T-Delhi keen to admit students from non-
engineering backgrounds

http://testfunda.com/examprep/catcentre/cat-mba-info/article/iitdelhi-keen-to-admit-students-from-nonengineering-
backgrounds.htm?assetid=6e08727e-5bb2-4f11-a5f7-feb3847787c3

If recent reports are to be believed, Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi (IIT-D) is set to amend its rules and admit
students from non-engineering backgrounds for its two-year management programme. Previously only graduates from
the fields of engineering and technology and masters from science and economics were eligible for the programme
conducted by the institutes’s department of management studies. The move results from the growing need for diversity
in the job-market scenario, said an official from the institute. There are also reports of a change in the admission criteria
for the programme, which previously comprised of only three components — CAT scores, Group Discussions and Personal
Interview. The revised criteria will also consider the candidate's academic performances in Class-X, Class Xll and
graduation along with the three existing criteria. The candidate's extra curricular activities and professional work
experience will also play an important role in his/her selection. Both the modifications to evaluate a candidate's profile
for admission to the programme will be implemented starting from the 2015 academic year.

Solar flares can play havoc with our wired world,
say I1Sc scientist

Chethan Kumar,TNN | Nov 12, 2014, 04.00 AM IST

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/Solar-flares-can-play-havoc-with-our-wired-world-say-IISc-
scientist/articleshow/45115615.cms

BENGALURU: The next time you hear of high-frequency radio communication networks being disrupted, as in some
parts of the globe last week, don't spend too much time pondering over how it happened. It could just be explosions on
the Sun.

To be precise, over two weeks ago, AR12192 was going up in flames and smoke. Prof Arnab Rai Choudhuri of the Indian
Institute of Science said AR12192, a sunspot measuring 1.29 lakh km across, is 10 times the diameter of the Earth, and
the largest sunspot observed in 25 years.

"A powerful solar flare can cause havoc to our technology-dominated world. It can disrupt communication networks,
and even trip large power grids," said Choudhuri, of the effects of such explosions in the Sun.

The Earth, he says, isn't just a huge ball going around the Sun, but also a giant magnet. "The magnetosphere, the region
around our planet, normally protects us from solar flares, but strong flares can penetrate this shield," Choudhuri says.

Many solar flares spit huge bubbles of hot gas in a process called 'coronal mass ejections' (CME), and this gas generally
takes two to three days to reach Earth, and can disrupt communication networks. "When CME impinges on the Earth's
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magnetosphere, it distorts the magnetic field lines, which produce very high voltages," Choudhuri, who has spent more
than three decades studying sunspots, said.

Though the October 26 solar flare was not followed by CME, it still affected the high-frequency radio network, which
Choudhuri says is a "little puzzling".

So, how do we deal with this?

Choudhuri says a solar flare cannot be predicted. "However, we can detect a solar flare just a few minutes after it has
erupted on the Sun. Today's telescopes are so advanced they automatically record such events. We also know that only
those solar flares emanating from a particular region of the Sun have maximum impact on Earth," he said. "If something
big is happening in that region, we can expect some problems after three days. This is the best we can do."

SUNBURST

* Explosion occurred from a spot named AR12191 on the Sun

* Measures 1.29 lakh km across, 10 times the diameter of Earth

* Largest sunspot observed in 25 years

COULD HIT CONNECTIVITY

A massive explosion on the Sun on March 9, 1989, caused a widespread blackout in some parts of Canada a few days
later. The consequences of a similar flare can be quite different in today's highly connected world. Now almost all power

grids in the world are interconnected and this sudden voltage due to solar activity can cause disasters.

Prof Choudhuri | faculty department of physics, iisc

11'T-M wants to go the Stanford way
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infrastructure The most visible part of the Cell is the Research Park

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/features/iitm-wants-to-go-the-stanford-way/article6587502.ece

But the Incubtion Cell at the institute will need to overcome funding hurdles

When Kishore Natarajan and his friends turned down job offers that would pocket them [160 lakh a year, it was
tough convincing their relatives. But for them, it was an easier decision. As students of 11T Madras, Natarajan
and his four friends had founded their start-up HyperVerge in late 2013. They developed a low-cost system for
Indian Railwaysto inspect overhead lines, from which locomotives draw power.

Success in the project spurred the youngsters, aged between 22 and 24 years, to opt for entrepreneurship over a
nine-to-five job. The founders are now working on an image recognition technology for taking photographs and
storing them. In their short entrepreneurial journey, “IIT-M’s ecosystem has been critical,” says Natarajan.

HyperVerge is one of the 30 start-ups under the premier institute’s Incubation Cell, which came up in 2013. The
Cell formalised an ecosystem that has been brewing in the 1IT-M campus for the past three decades. “At least
20 start-ups, such as Desicrew and Midas Communications, came from I1T-M from 1980s to the 1990s. Since
2007, over 70 companies have been incubated”, says Tamaswati Ghosh, In-Charge of the Incubation Cell.

There is a reason for the spurt in start-ups. “Most of the students are now from middle and upper-middle-class
families and don’t have financial obligations. So, instead of regular jobs, they can opt to become entrepreneurs,”
says Ashok Jhunjhunwala, a Professor in the Department of Electrical Engineering. He is also the Co-chairman
and Faculty-in-Charge of the Cell.

As the number of start-ups increased, there was a need to build a structure that handholds the young
businessmen in their initial years. The most visible aspect of the new ecosystem is the IITM Research Park. The
Park hosts 24 of the 30 start-ups and also has R&D labs of leading companies such as Tata Consultancy
Services and BHEL.

The start-ups, which get a seed funding of (15 lakh from the Cell, can lease office space at discounted rates. The
fund and the space are critical for a start-up like Ather Energy, which is developing an electric scooter with a
battery that is three times smaller and lighter than existing ones.

“We continue to be guided by the faculty and have access to labs in IIT Madras. Also, with the brand of IIT
backing us, we can reach out to the alumni,” says Ather co-founder Tarun Mehta. That proved crucial for
Ather’s team when an alumnus gave them a start on building a supply chain for the electric scooter.

Alumni support

Separately, the alumni have also been generous. Ather’s first angel investor was an IIT-Madras alumnus.
Similarly, when two of Natarajan’s colleagues visited the US to raise funds earlier this year, they got twice the
money that they needed, thanks to the alumni network.

The seniors have also come back to the campus. Senthil Nathan passed out of 1IT-Madras in 1980 and co-
founded two companies before selling them. Now, along with his former IIT classmate SV Ramanan, Nathan
has founded RelAgent, which is based in the Research Park. “It is high time that we take 1IT-Madras to the
standards of Stanford and MIT,” says Nathan.

(This article was published on November 11, 2014)
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V-C sticks to stand on women in AMU library, Irani
steps In

Hindustan Times (Kolkata)

ALIGARH/ LUCKNOW: Aligarh Muslim University (AMU) vice-chancellor Zameeruddin Shah on Tuesday
defended his controversial decision of not allowing undergraduate female students inside the university library,
even as HRD minister Smriti Irani termed the statement an ‘insult to daughters’.

On Monday, Shah had allegedly said that if women’s college students are enrolled as library members, it would
cause a rush of male students. He stood by the comment, claiming the remarks were being given a sexist tone.
“There is no space in the library. We don’t allow even Class 12 boys there,” he said.

The remarks caused a storm with the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad burning effigies of the V-C,
demanding an unconditional apology from him. Several Union ministers, including minority affairs minister
Najma Heptullah and social justice minister Thaawar Chand Gehlot, condemned the statement.

The HRD ministry also sought a report from the university with Irani calling the comments unfortunate.



